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Dr. Raj K. Buddhiraja,

On the occasion of your 70™ birthdday, | wish to extend to you my most
sincere congratulations.

You have contributed greatly for strengthening India-Japan relations, as
well as for promoting mutual understanding between people of India and Japan
through your expertise of language and literature in Hindi and Japanese. Your
effort of translating Japanese literatures into Hindi has introduced Japanese
literature to Indian people. Your Japanese students who has learned Hindi from
you, including Japanese diplomats, actively enagaged as a bridge between India
and Japan. In addition, your initiative of establishing the Indian Council for
Japanese culture has been expanded opportunities for Indian people to interact
with Japanese culture, Many awards you have been received, including the Order
of the Sacred Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon from His Majesty the Empror of Japan,
shows your dedication and endeavor in your filed and also in developing friendship
between India and Japan.

| hope your countinued good health and further success in the future.

i

/ l.f‘:.:-,ﬂ;é'k‘.r;:|}{iﬁ
[ b3 o .
;_'"/Lff:f,w [t
_ YasukunllEnokl
To, Ambassador of Japan
Mr. G.K.Dwivedy
Editor

Visv Sneh Samaj

favg =g 98/ 3 2007 7
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LR EMBASSY OF .Japan
o INDIA

New Delhi, January 10, 2007

Dr. Raj K. Buddhiraja is an indispensable assest for Japan-India relations.
In our foreign ministry, we have some Hindi specialists who came to India to
learn the language and remain keendy interested in every aspect of India during
their whole career. These specialists have influential voices in the ministry based
on their experience and knowledge. In fact, it was Dr. Buddhiraja who taught
Hindi to these specialists in Tokyo when they joined the ministry. They owe a lot
to her dedicated education. Her teaching is thus a backbone of our ministry's
understanding and policy making vis a vis India.

| first met her when | was posted to India in September last year. | never
imagined she was about to reach her 70s. She is always energetic and
committed to further promting Japan-India relations. When we meet, | am often
surprised at how much experience she has and more importantly how many
new ideas she has in mind. The year 2007 is the Japan-India Frienship Year
and we are making every effort to organize as many events as possible to
introduce Japanese culture to India. She has already arranged an event in May
celebrating Japanese children's day, which will form an indispensable part of
our event calender.

| am sure that she will continue to kindly help us promote our bilateral
relations and deepen mutual understanding. My best wishes to her prosperous
70s!

1o, sk /D«rﬁ; ﬁwﬂzﬁ-’f

Mr. G.K.Dwivedy "_".hl'“":_."rll.l"l ‘Hlnnumm"j
Editor Counsellor
Visv Sneh Samaj Embassy of Japan in India

8 fava w18 98/ 3 2007
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Raj Buddhiraja: A True Friend of Japan

Dr. Raj Buddhiraja needs no introduction as a well known and distingshed
member of the contemporary Hindi literary circles. She has a vast experience of
teaching Hindi to thousands of students both in India as well as abroad, and has
written a number of noteworthy books, atricles, stories, and poems in Hindi. Dr.
Buddhiraja has made a great contribution to the Hindi language, and created a
niche for herself amongst some of the leading Hindi writers of today.

Dr. Buddhiraja has worked closely in co-operation with the Embassy of
Japan for the last several years, and has offered her expertise during various
cultural events as a volunteer. Through her activities, she has played a significant
role in strengtheing India-Japan relations. She has written many books and articles
on Japanese culture besides translations of Japanese stories and poems. In 1984
Dr. Buddhiraja initiated the establishment of the Indian Council for Japanese
Culture. As its President, she has played as active role in organizing numerous
cultural events including painting exhibitions, origami or paper folding classes,
and music concerts with the aim of popularizing Japanese culture and language
in India.

Amongst the several awards and honours she has received throughout
her distingshed career, she has also been honoured with 'The Order of the Sacred
Treasure-Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon', conferred upon her by His Majesty the
Emperor of Japan in the year 2000.

| am proud to describe Dr. Buddhiraja as a true friend of Japan, and
consider it a privilege to be associated with Dr. Buddhiraja. | offer me best wishes
for her lasting good health and on going professional success, and sincerely hope
that she continues to play an active role in developing the bridges of friendship
between India and Japan in the long years to come.

H.E. Hiroshi Hirabayashi
To, Ex. The Ambassador of Japan in India
Mr. G.K.Dwivedy
Editor
Visv Sneh Samaj

favg =g 98/ 3 2007 9
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Dr. Raj Buddhiraja: A pleasing personality

Ryuchi Tanabe

Since 1998 | have witnessed a number of major changes in the world; the fall of
Berlin Wall in 1989, the unification of Germany in 1990 (Bonn), the Gulf War in 1991
(Rindh), the former Yugoslavation conflicts in 1992 and 93 (Vienna), and the integration
of Europe from 1994 till 97 (Munich).

Then my ministry asked me to go to India. With great pleasure | accepted this
new mission, because | wanted to develop a strategic partnership between Japan
and India.

Itwas in 1976 when | first made my visit to India. My first destination in India was
Calcutta. | was thrilled to have been able to visit the Tagore House and the birthplace
of Subhas Chandra Bose. Since my student time, | have always liked very much to
read Taogore's poems.

Againin 1977 | had the opportunity to visit India accompanying Foreign Minister
Hatoyama. The ex Prime Minister of India Mr. Vajpayee was then the Minister of
External Affairs of India. | still remember very well how warmly our delegation was
welcomed by Mr. Vajpayee. He made an important proposal for regular consultation
at the Foreign Minister level between our two countries and his proposal was agreed
upon instatly on the spot by Mr. Hatoyama.

As Deputy chief of Mission of Embassy of Japan, | was in Delhi together with my
wife for two years from 1997 to 1999. We tried to visit as many different places as
possible in order to capture the glimpse of this vast continent with such beauty and
rich cultured heritage from Ladakh to Kyanaykumari (Leh, Agra, Calcutta,
Jamshedpur, Indore, Mumbai, Aurangabad, Ajanta, Elora, Hyderabad,
Visakhapatnam, Chennai, Mahabalipuram, Bangalore, Mysore, Thiruvanantpuram,
Kochi, Kovalam, Kanyakumari).

We were very much impressed with the existence of cultural and historical diversity
and unity of India. We were also touched deeply by the hospitality of people in India.

During our stay in Delhi, my wife and | met Dr. Raj Buddhiraja on various occasions
we are very thankful to her to have been given such precious opportunities to learn
about different faces of India. We remember her for her graceful smiles and gentle
and heartfelt words. She had studied at my university in Tokyo and she often told us
about her interesting trips she made to various places of Japan.

On one occasion there was an exhibition of traditional Japanese culture and her
kind contribution to the exhibition brougt all of us the joy of viewing her most wonderful

10 fava w18 98/ 3 2007
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collection of Sensu.

As far as | am aware of, she has been introducing Japanese culture for many
years to the Indian people through her experience and active participation in various
occasions to enhance Japan-India cultural ties.

| have the impression that Japan is being 'rediscovered' by India and India too is
in the same process of 'rediscovering' Japan. It is indeed very encouraging to see
how th number of young Indians learning Japanese language is growing every year
and equally exciting to see how widespread the image of India as IT country is now
being established in Japan.

In order to strengthen our traditionally very friendly relations, it is vital for both
sides to deepen our mutual understanding through fundamental appreciation of each
others' culture. In this context | would like to express my deep gratitute to Dr. Raj
Buddhiraja for her deep understanding on Japanese culture and strong interest in
Japan and her dedication to promote our mutual understanding as novelist.

In 1999 she wrote a book titled ' Uttrotar' and she described in this book our
encounter. Itis a great honour for me and no doubt this magzine 'Visv Sneh Samaj'
has become a very special part of my valuable memory of my stay in India.

In today's world, it seems to me that so called 'scientific superstition' is prevailing.
That is to say: if we could not prove the existence of one thins scientifically, then we
come to counclusion without hesitation that this is not in existence. German philosopher
Karl Jasper calls this way of thinking ' Wissenchaft saberglauben' (scientific
superstition).

| always remember the words of the tittle prince written by Saint Exupery. "It is
only with the heart that one can see the truth: what is essential is invisible to the eye."

| believe that Dr. Raj Buddhiraja will continue to enrich our heart and life with her
wonderful novels.

On this occasion | and my wife NORIKO would like to wish her further success
and prosperity both in her private and public life.

Ryuichi Tanabe

Director General for Internal Affairs
Headquarters of the Governer of Tokyo
Tokyo Metropolitan Government

favg =g 98/ 3 2007 11
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About Dr. Buddhiraja

The day came when | had to leave the YMCA
Guest House, where | had stayed for two
weeks. There was a champa tree in the
garden. It had no leaves then, but the trunk
would become green and come into bud
soon. Cinerarias had come into flower during
the two weeks. Birds were chirping. Spring
was coming to India.
Looking up at the blue sky, Dr. Buddhiraja
said, "Fresh air!" She is a poet, a linguist, a
writer. She used to teach Hindi at Delhi
University and Tokyo College of Foreign
Languages. She is now the President of
Indian Council for Japanese Culture." | wrote
poems about trees, but | connected trees with
people." she said. | felt her sympathies with
all living things. Her drawing room was
oriental, with a great golden deity which
symbolized India. The deity's smile was like
that of a Buddha.
On Sunday, when Akademi was closed, five
Japanese people, including me, were invited
to lunch. Talking of meals, she was always
there at the gallery and took me to good
restaurants during the period of my exhibition
from the day of carrying in through the day of
carrying out and the next day too. | was deeply
impressed by this beautiful generosity of
hers. It seemed as if | had met my Indian
mother.

Tatsuko Hiraoka, famous painter, Japan.

When the heart is hand and purched up.|

Come up me with a shower of mency.
When grace is lost from life. Come with a
burst of song. When tumultuous work raises
its din on all sides shutting me out from
beyond. Come to me my lond of silence with
the peace and rest (Gitanjali)

Sayonara Tinukshi satokshi
Do you enjoy days in Japan | hope you come
back with so many memories and also hope
to occupy a little space of your heart. | am

sure to talk about these good old things some
days in our future.
Nobuki Kusakai

Do you remember that you gave me
chocolates in your room? When | will be grown
up | am sure to visit your country.

From Risa written by her mother Erina
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